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REMARKS 

Claims 4 and 8 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer, since the invention is 
adequately protected by the retained claims, which are 1-3, 5-7 and 9 plus new claims 10-17. 
Claim 1 is independent, and each of the other claims now presented depends directly or indirectly 
on claim 1. The claims as now presented define the invention more precisely, and favorable 
reconsideration of them is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 -9 are subject to a requirement for restriction, and the examiner notes that . .the 
engineering species of (modified) polyphenylene ether (claim 4) has been constructively elected by 
original presentation for prosecution on the merits." 

The requirement for restriction is respectfully traversed on the ground that the 
constructively elected species has been incorporated into independent claim 1 . 

The retained claims are rejected under 36 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The rejection is respectfully traversed on the following 
grounds: 

1 . The term "masking member" in claim 1 as amended is followed by the phrase "for 
attaching to a part of an article to which a coating should not be applied." That language is 
adapted from the specification at 1:6-7. It is respectfully submitted that, with the addition of that 
language, the expression is definite as to scope and meaning. 

2. The Markush recitation has been deleted. 

3. The term "modified" is made definite by the specification at 5:3- 1 3. It is well 
established that applicant is his or her own lexicographer, and the disclosure at 5:3-13 would 
enable anyone skilled in the art to understand "modified" as that term is used in the claims. 
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4. As to claims 5 and 6, the term "rubber-like" is defined in the specification as 5: 16- 

36. 

5. Claim 8 has been deleted. The expression "and/ore" has been corrected to read 
"and/of' as incorporated into claim 1 . 

6. Claim 9 as amended is limited to a single thickness range. ' 
Withdrawal of the rejection is therefore respectfully traversed. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over U.S. 6,045,883 (Akiyama et al.). Claim 9 is rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102103(a) as obvious over U.S. 6,045,883 (Akiyama et al). The rejections are 
respectfully traversed. 

The claims have been amended by amendment of independent claim 1 and are clearly 
patentable over the art of record. Claim 1 as amended is directed to a masking member for 
attaching to a part of an article to which a coating should not be applied. The masking member is 
made of a polymer alloy having a sea-island structure in which polyolefin forms a continuous 
phase and polyphenyleneether and/or modified polyphenyleneether forms dispersed phase. The 
masking ember is manufactured by vacuum and/or pressure forming of the polymer alloy sheet. 

The invention as defined by the amended claims is neither disclosed nor suggested by 
Akiyama et al. 

Note that engineering plastics are limited to PPE and/or modified PPE. 

The term "modified PPE" is explained in the specification and refers to an 
engineering plastic wherein PPE(PPO) is modified by blending polystyrene group resin to 
form a polymer alloy. The term "modified PPO(PPE)" is moreover listed in Dictionary of 
Plastic Technology at page 524. We are enclosing the copy of it herewith as Exhibit A. We 
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are also enclosing a translation of the marked passage as Exhibit B. 

The term "rubber-like material" is also defined in the specification and refers to a material 
having properties like those of rubber. 

Akiyama et al. discloses a resin composition comprising a polypropylene resin, a 
polyphenylene ether resin and a compatibility agent wherein dispersion particles comprising 
the polyphenylene ether resin are dispersed in a matrix comprising the polypropylene resin. 

Nevertheless, the resin composition is mainly used for a container of a.secondary 
battery; the reference does not disclose manufacturing the masking member by vacuum 
and/or pressure forming of polymer alloy sheet. 

Vacuum and/or pressure forming is a preferred molding method for mass 
production of a molded article having a complex shape. 

The present invention makes use of a polymer alloy having a sea-island structure in which 
polyolefm forms a continuous phase and polyphenyleneether and/or modified 
polyphenyleneether forms a dispersed phase. 

Such a polymer alloy has excellent moldability for vacuum and/or pressure forming and 
excellent heat resistance. By using such a polymer alloy as the material of the masking member, 
a masking member having a complex shape can be effectively manufactured by the vacuum 
and/or pressure forming. 

The Akiyama et al. reference does not disclose manufacturing a molded article 
having a complex shape by vacuum and/or pressure forming. The effects of the present 
invention are not expectable from the disclosure of Akiyama et al reference. This apparent 
from the English translation (Exhibit B). 
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For the reasons stated, allowance of the application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
COOPER & DUNHAM LLP 




Donald S. Dowden 
Reg. No. 20,701 
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EXHIBIT B (Serial No. 10/510,663) 



Modified PPO, noryl resin one of the engineering plastic in which 
polyphenylene oxide(PPO, the same as polyphenylene ether (PPE) and polystyrene 
group resin are alloyed together. PPO single is a resin having a high heat resistance but 
a poor moldability so that styrene group resin is blended as a modifier in PPE to 
improve moldability although the heat resistance is a little degraded. 



